Gestation trophoblastic diseases: management of cases with persistent low human chorionic gonadotropin results.
The finding of persistent low levels of human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG) raises concern, regardless of the antecedent history, and often provokes the evaluating physician to embark on further work-up. The USA hCG Reference Service was started in 1998 to aid physicians with these persistent low hCG cases. This article reviews the observations of the USA hCG Reference Service for 134 cases with persistent low hCG results. Examination of these cases provides clear insight for the appropriate management of those presenting with persistent low levels of hCG. Three distinct sources are discussed for persistent low hCG results: quiescence gestational trophoblastic disease, false-positive hCG results, and pituitary hCG.